
April 2016  Volume 85  Number 4

COVER
This month’s stunning subject, Masdevallia Prismatic ‘Conni’s Passion’, AM/AOS is the winner 
of the Carlyle A. Luer Award for the most outstanding example of the Pleurothallidinae for 2014 

(article page 270). The cross was made and exhibited by Mario Ferrusi of Fenwick, Ontario, 
Canada 

In This Issue

AOS MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  242

WWW.AOS.ORG  242

AOS DIRECTORY OF SERVICES  242

pronunciation guide  243

AOS NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS  244

gifts of note  246

Question and Answers  248

AOS Webinars  251

Calendar  314

ORCHId mARKETPLACE  316

ORCHIDS CLASSIFiEDs  319

Ad Index  319

SIDEBAR	  285
What is an FCC?
Kathy Barrett

264

CONTENTS

FEATURES

270	si mply the best
	 American Orchid Society Special Judging Awards for 2014
	 Jeanne Buchanan

278	 Spotlight
	 The Jasen Award
	 William Jasen

284	t he 2015 first class certificates
	 A Study in Variety
	 Kathy Barrett

The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society

ORCHIDS

Printed on 10 percent post-consumer recycled paper. 

RON MCHATTON
Director of Education
rmchatton@aos.org

AWARDS REGISTRAR
Laura Newton
laura@aos.org

ADVERTISING
Bill Walsh

American Orchid Society
at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

10901 Old Cutler Road
Coral Gables, Florida 33156

bwalsh@aos.org

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND MISSING ISSUES
Membership Services Department

Tel  305-740-2010  Fax  305-740-2011
membership@aos.org

EDITORIAL BOARD
Greg Allikas, Chair

Jean Allen-Ikeson, Kathy Barrett, Sue Bottom, Mark 
Chase, Phillip Cribb, Harry Gallis, Wes 

Higgins, Phil Jesup, Alec Pridgeon

PROOFREADERS
Eileen Hector
Laura Newton

FORMER EDITORS
Dr. David Lumsden (1932–1940), Dr. Louis O.  

Williams (1940–1943), Gordon Dillon (1943–1967; 
1970–1973), Merle Reinikka (1968–1969), 

Richard Peterson (1973–1984), Stephen R. Batchelor 
(1984), Alec Pridgeon, PhD (1984–1988;  

1989–1991), Chuck McCartney (1988–1989), 
James B. Watson (1991–2013)

SUBSCRIBE TO ORCHIDS  TEL  305-740-2010  EMAIL  THEAOS@AOS.ORG  WEBSITE  WWW.AOS.ORG

Volume 85, Number 4  April 2016 Orchids (ISSN 1087-1950) is 
published monthly by the American Orchid Society, Inc., at Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden Editorial Office: 10901 Old Cutler Road, 
Coral Gables, Florida 33156 (telephone 305-740-2010; fax 305-740-
2011; email theaos@aos.org; website www.aos.org). ©American 
Orchid Society, Inc. 2016. Printed by Allen Press, 810 East 10th 
Street, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. Subscription price of Orchids is 
$65 a year within the US, $85 Canada and Mexico and $105 for 
all other countries. Single copies of current issue cost $6.99 (plus 
shipping and handling). Prices are subject to change without notice. 
While Orchids endeavors to assure the reliability of its advertising, 
neither Orchids nor the American Orchid Society, Inc. can assume 
responsibility for any transactions between our advertisers and our 
readers. Periodical postage paid at Miami, FL and additional offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: American Orchid Society, 
Inc., at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Road, 
Coral Gables, FL 33156. The American Orchid Society follows the 
World Checklist of Selected Plant Families with regard to questions of 
botanical nomenclature and synonymy in orchid species names and the 
International Orchid Register for hybrid nomenclature and parentage 
in editorial. The opinions and recommendations that appear in Orchids 
regarding the selection and use of specific plant-care products, 
including but not limited to pesticides, fungicides and herbicides, 
are those of the individual authors, and not those of the American 
Orchid Society, which neither adopts nor endorses such opinions and 
recommendations and disclaims all responsibility for them. When 
selecting and using such products, readers should seek and obtain the 
advice of the manufacturer and of responsible government agencies. 
Mail date: March 25, 2016.  

284270 320

DEPARTMENTS

Tom’s Monthly Checklist  250
April: The Month of the Reverse Mentor
Thomas Mirenda

The New Refugium Botanicum  252
Kefersteinia retanae
Franco Pupulin and Melania Fernández/Watercolor 
by Sylvia Strigari

Orchids Illustrated    256
Neottia
Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins

For the Novice  260
Repotting Those Huge Cattleyas
Sue Bottom

Genus of the Month  264
Polystachya
Thomas Mirenda

Judges’ Forum  268
Point, Counterpoint
Marvin Gerber, Jerry Stephens, MD and Ben 
Berliner, MD 

AOS Awards Gallery  298
February – April 2015


